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had been no Comintern, would not Fascism and
National-Socialism have been deprived of their
primary raison d'etre^. And, though the particular
brand of extreme disgruntled nationalism which
they represent might well have found some other
outlet, it probably would not have manifested
itself in the form of totalitarianism.
Thus Ludendorff was the involuntary saviour of
Bolshevism for Europe. By the same reasoning he
was the godfather of that National-Socialist move-
ment which later he espoused; for if Adolf Hitler is
the putative child of the Treaty of Versailles, he
also is the offspring of the Peace of Brest-Litovsk.
German Hopes
For Germany both the issues and the results
were more complicated than for Russia. Yet, in
the case of Germany, the importance of Brest-
Litovsk and Bucharest was very great. At the
outset it appeared as if the Supreme Command was
on the eve of the realization of its wildest dreams.
The psychological effect on the jaded civilian
population close to starvation was to refresh its
war enthusiasm and to rekindle the Siegeswille (will
to victory) which had burned low in the dark days
of 1917. And, indeed, the material achievements
of the Supreme Command were very alluring.
Within their grasp were the occupied provinces
of the Baltic, ready to be erected into semi-in-
dependent States subject to German domination.
Before them stretched the fertile lands of the
Ukraine, whence grain and meat would be forth-